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Arts and Sciences. 



mechanics' institutions. 
In our preceding Number, we gave a short 
account of these Institutions, and spoke of 
them in terms of warm approbation. If, 
in our account, we have seemed to pass 
over the efforts made to accomplish this 
desirable object in other places, the omis- 
sion is unintentional, and we shall glad- 
ly insert any particulars with which we 
may be supplied. One correspondent has 
promised us a communication on this sub- 
ject; but he could not give it, with suffi- 
cient correctness, in time for our present 
Number. A distinction is to be made 
between Lectures expressly for mechanics, 
and those which, however accommodated 
to them, are open to all persons that choose 
to attend. Perhaps, if this distinction be 
kept in view, it will appear that the Lec- 
tures in Glasgow, and those given in Bel- 
fast in 181-t, were the only ones of the 
kind, previous to the late establishments 
of Mechanics' Institutions. It has, how- 
ever, been urged that the Lectures given 
in the Dublin Society for such a long se- 
ries of years, and those given for the last 
eighteen or twenty years in the Cork In- 
stitution, as well as many courses of Lec- 
tures in England, especially those at Man- 



chester and Newcastle, were essentially of 
the same nature. They were popular Lec- 
tures, of a similar description to those now 
given in Mechanics' Institutions, open to 
and often attended by operatives; and pro- 
vided, in many instances, with models, 
especially at the Dublin Society house, for 
the use of which by the artisan, a special 
provision was often made. These may, at 
least, be considered as forerunners of Me- 
chanics' Institutions ; and will deserve no- 
tice. In the meantime, we remark, with 
pleasure^ the establishment of a Mecha- 
nics' Institution in Cork, on a very ex- 
tensive plan; for which, a sum of above 
£1250 was subscribed in a few days, with- 
out any solicitation. One object of this 
Institution is to have a lending Library; 
and, if we may judge from the success 
which has attended the Mechanics and 
Apprentice's Library in Liverpool, it is a 
part of the plan which is peculiarly de- 
serving of encouragement. In Cork, we 
are informed that some hundreds of arti- 
sans and mechanics, or, in other words, of 
" operatives" have given in their names as 
members. May we not hope that some of 
the respectable mechanics in Belfast will 
direct their attention to- the subject? H. 
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